
The   Fiery   Furnace     February   1-7   

Monday   -   Moments   In   The   Word   
  

The   Fiery   Furnace:    Daniel   3   
  

Wonder   Full   Ways   To   Engage   The   Story    (For   The   Kids)   
1. Listen   to   the   story   as   told   and   reenacted   by   kids:    Fiery   Furnace   
2. Songs   to   learn   and   sing   along   with:     

a. Shadrach,   Meshach,   Abednego   
b. Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego   by   Bill   Gaither   Trio   

3. Videos   to   Watch:   
a. Veggie   Tales:   Rach,   Shack   &   Benny   
b. Silly   Scriptures:   The   Fiery   Furnace   

4. Questions   to   wonder   about…   
a. Why   do   you   think   everyone   listened   to   and   obeyed   the   king?   
b. Why   wouldn’t   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego   bow   down   to   the   king’s   big   gold   statue?   
c. Do   you   think   it   was   hard   for   them   to   obey   God,   even   when   no   one   else   did?   
d. I   wonder   if   they   knew   God   would   be   with   them…   even   in   the   furnace.   Do   you   think   they   were   afraid?   
e. Do   you   know   for   sure   that   God   will   always   be   with   you?   
f. Have   you   ever   had   a   hard   time   obeying?   
g. How   can   God   help   us   obey?   
h. Who   do   you   think   the   4th   person   in   the   fiery   furnace   was?   Why   do   you   think   he   was   there?   
i. Who   does   this   fourth   person   make   you   think   of   in   your   life?   Who   saved   you   by   dying   on   the   cross?   

  
Digging   Deeper    (For   The   Grown-Ups)   

1. The   Backstory   
a. Read    Daniel   1   &   2 .   These   chapters   are   great   stories   in   and   of   themselves,   but   they   also   help   us   

understand   Daniel   3   on   a   deeper   level.   Here   are   some   questions   to   get   you   started...   
i. Why   do   you   think   some   “astrologers”   told   on   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego?   Could   there   

have   been   some   hard   feelings   bubbling   under   the   surface?   Why?   
ii. Why   do   you   think   Nebuchadnezzar   built   an   image   made   entirely   of   gold   for   everyone   to   

worship?   What   do   you   think   he   may   have   learned   about   how   to   build   an   idol   from   his   dream?   
iii. Why   do   you   think   Nebuchadnezzar   felt   it   so   important   for   everyone   in   his   kingdom   to   worship   

this   new   idol   he   built?   (Daniel   2:43   might   shed   some   light…)   
iv. What   is   similar   between   the   issues   these   men   faced   in   Daniel   1   vs.   Daniel   3?   Why   did   they   

respond   differently   in   Daniel   3?   
v. What   else   do   we   learn   from   the   first   two   chapters   that   give   us   a   different   perspective   on   Daniel   

3?     
  

2. Chiastic   Structure   of   Daniel   3   
a. Below   you   will   find   the   same   chiastic   structure   for   this   story   as   we   found   for   the   story   of   Noah   and   

David   &   Goliath.   To   refresh   your   memory,   the   idea   is   that   the   story   has   symmetry   (A-A’,   B-B’,   C-C’   and   
D   at   the   center.)   and   that   the   center   point   is   the   main   take-away   of   the   story.   Letter   D   is   the   center   
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point   of   this   structure,   which   talks   about   the   faith   of   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego.   Read   through   
the   structure   and   corresponding   verses   and   consider   the   questions   that   follow.   

  
Chiastic   Outline   of   Daniel   3   
A.    King   Nebuchadnezzar   made   an   image   of   gold   and   gathered   the   satraps/prefects/governors/counselors   to   dedicate   the   image   of   
gold   in   the   province   of   Babylon   and   made   a   decree   that   all   peoples/nations/languages   worship   it   or   they   will   be   cast   into   a   burning   
fiery   furnace   ( Daniel   3:1-7 ).   

B .   Living   in   the   Fiery   Furnace   of   Babylon:   Certain   Chaldeans   make   a   malicious   accusation   that   Shadrach,   Meshach,   
and   Abednego   refuse   to   heed   King   Nebuchadnezzar's   decree   and   do   not   serve   his   gods   or   worship   the   golden   image   
he   set   up   ( Daniel   3:8-12 ).   

C.    King   Nebuchadnezzar   in   a   furious   rage   demands   that   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   
worship   the   image   or   they   will   be   cast   into   the   burning   fiery   furnace   ( Daniel   3:13-15 ).   

D.    Confession   of   Faith:   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   say   they   do   not   
answer   to   King   Nebuchadnezzar   in   this   matter.   They   answer   only   to   their   God   
who   is   able   to   save   them   and   thus   whether   He   saves   them   or   not   they   will   not   
serve   the   King's   gods   or   worship   the   golden   image   he   has   set   up   ( Daniel   
3:16-18 ).   

C'.    King   Nebuchadnezzar   in   a   furious   rage   orders   the   furnace   be   heated   seven   times   more   than   
usual   and   that   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   be   bound   and   cast   into   the   fiery   furnace   and   
they   were   ( Daniel   3:19-21 ).   

B'.    Living   in   the   Fiery   Furnace:   The   soldiers   who   took   up   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   are   killed   by   the   flame   
of   fire   but   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego,   servants   of   the   Most   High   God,   fall   bound   into   the   fiery   furnace   
where   they   aren't   alone   –   there   is   a   fourth   person   “like   a   son   of   the   gods”   who   removed   their   binds   and   is   walking   
with   them   in   the   fiery   furnace   ( Daniel   3:22-25 ).   

A'.    King   Nebuchadnezzar   called   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   out   of   the   fire   and   gathered   the   
satraps/prefects/governors/counselors   to   bless   and   promote   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego,   in   the   province   of   Babylon   and   made   
a   decree   that   all   peoples/nations/languages   cannot   speak   against   the   God   of   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego,   or   they   will   be   torn   
limb   from   limb   and   their   houses   be   laid   in   ruins   ( Daniel   3:26-30 ).   
    
Source:       Proposed   Chiasm   of   Daniel   3   by   Rev.   Justin   Lee   Marple   

  
b. How   do   we   grow   a   faith   like   the   three   men   had,   a   faith   that   is   fully   confident   in   God’s   promises?   Read   

Isaiah   43:1-2 .   What   promise   of   God   is   found   in   these   verses?   What   other   promises   of   God   do   you   rely   
on?   Make   a   list...   

c. God   used   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego   to   show   His   glory   and   power   to   Nebuchadnezzar   and   
Babylon.   They   were   confident   not   only   in   God’s   power,   but   also   in   God’s   will.   What   grows   a   faith   like   
that?   Who   else   in   the   bible   spoke   words   of   trust   in   God’s   will   and/or   power?     

d. Trials   are   not   always   a   sign   of   God’s   absence   or   punishment.   How   does   this   story   show   that   to   be   
true?   

e. Sometimes   God   will   choose   not   to   deliver   us   from   the   fire   so   our   testimony   through   the   fire   can   
showcase   God’s   glory.   This   is   evident   in   how   Nebuchadnezzar   completely   changed   his   tune   about   
who   God   is.   Can   you   think   of   a   story   in   your   own   life   where   God   used   your   story   to   showcase   His   
glory?   

f. Instead   of   asking   God   to   remove   us   from   the   fire,   maybe   we   need   to   look   for   Jesus   with   us   in   the   fire.   
Can   you   look   back   over   your   life   and   see   the   “fourth   man”   with   you   in   the   midst   of   trials   and   
hardships?   Take   a   few   minutes   in   the   quiet   and   think   back   through   your   story   looking   for   Jesus.   

g. What   other   bible   stories   have   these   same   lessons?     
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3. The   Fiery   Furnace   and   the   Lamb   With   Seven   Horns   
a. Read    Revelation   5:6-14 .     
b. What   similarities   can   you   find   between   this   passage   and   Daniel   3?    
c. Consider,   for   a   moment,   this   description   of   how   creation   will   glorify   and   honor   Jesus.   Contrast   that   

with   the   story   of   Daniel   3   and   what   happens   when   humanity   tries   to   glorify   something   else   in   God’s   
place.   In   what   other   ways   do   we   try   to   glorify   ourselves   above   God?   As   individuals   and   as   groups?   

4. Civil   Disobedience   &   The   Fiery   Furnace   
a. How   does   this   story   help   us   consider   the   idea   of   civil   disobedience?   When   is   civil   disobedience   

warranted   and   when   is   it   a   disobedient   stand   against   God-ordained   authority?   Pastor   Michael   
mentioned   Martin   Luther   King   Jr.’s   Letter   From   A   Birmingham   Jail   last   week   in   his   message.   Here   is   a   
passage   from   that   letter   where   he   explains   the   difference   between   a   just   and   an   unjust   law   and   when   
civil   disobedience   is   required   of   Christians.   Keep   in   mind   he   is   talking   to   a   group   of   preachers   from   
Birmingham,   AL,   that   wrote   an   open   letter   to   the   community   showing   their   disapproval   of   the   peaceful   
protests   led   by   King   in   protest   of   segregation.     

b. As   you   read   through   this   passage,   think   about   these   questions:   
i. Do   you   agree   with   what   King   says   about   just   and   unjust   laws   and   when   this   kind   of   civil   

disobedience   is   warranted?   
ii. Watch   for   his   reference   to   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego.   Does   King   rightly   use   their   

story   as   an   example   of   rightly   used   civil   disobedience?   Why   does   he   think   their   disobedience   
was   rightly   expressed?   

iii. Are   there   issues   in   our   world   today   that   require   civil   disobedience?   Are   there   times   in   our   
world   today   where   people   use   civil   disobedience   incorrectly?   

c. If   you   have   time   this   week,   here   is   a   link   to   King’s   full   letter.   I   encourage   you   to   read   it   in   its   entirety.   
i. Martin   Luther   King   Jr.’s    Letter   From   A   Birmingham   Jail     

  

Excerpt   From   “Letter   From   A   Birmingham   Jail”   by   Martin   Luther   King,   Jr.   (August   1963)   
    

    “You   express   a   great   deal   of   anxiety   over   our   willingness   to   break   laws.   This   is   certainly   a   
legitimate   concern.   Since   we   so   diligently   urge   people   to   obey   the   Supreme   Court's   decision   of   
1954   outlawing   segregation   in   the   public   schools,   it   is   rather   strange   and   paradoxical   to   find   us   
consciously   breaking   laws.   One   may   well   ask,   "How   can   you   advocate   breaking   some   laws   and   
obeying   others?"   The   answer   is   found   in   the   fact   that   there   are   two   types   of   laws:   there   are   just   
laws,   and   there   are   unjust   laws.   I   would   agree   with   St.   Augustine   that   "An   unjust   law   is   no   law   at   
all."   
  

      Now,   what   is   the   difference   between   the   two?   How   does   one   determine   when   a   law   is   just   or   
unjust?   A   just   law   is   a   man-made   code   that   squares   with   the   moral   law,   or   the   law   of   God.   An   unjust   
law   is   a   code   that   is   out   of   harmony   with   the   moral   law.   To   put   it   in   the   terms   of   St.   Thomas   Aquinas,   
an   unjust   law   is   a   human   law   that   is   not   rooted   in   eternal   and   natural   law.   Any   law   that   uplifts   human   
personality   is   just.   Any   law   that   degrades   human   personality   is   unjust.   All   segregation   statutes   are   
unjust   because   segregation   distorts   the   soul   and   damages   the   personality.   It   gives   the   segregator   a   
false   sense   of   superiority   and   the   segregated   a   false   sense   of   inferiority.   To   use   the   words   of   Martin   
Buber,   the   great   Jewish   philosopher,   segregation   substitutes   an   "I   -   it"   relationship   for   the   "I   -   thou"   
relationship   and   ends   up   relegating   persons   to   the   status   of   things.   So   segregation   is   not   only   
politically,   economically,   and   sociologically   unsound,   but   it   is   morally   wrong   and   sinful.   Paul   Tillich   
has   said   that   sin   is   separation.   Isn't   segregation   an   existential   expression   of   man's   tragic   
separation,   an   expression   of   his   awful   estrangement,   his   terrible   sinfulness?   So   I   can   urge   men   to   
obey   the   1954   decision   of   the   Supreme   Court   because   it   is   morally   right,   and   I   can   urge   them   to   
disobey   segregation   ordinances   because   they   are   morally   wrong.   
  

      Let   us   turn   to   a   more   concrete   example   of   just   and   unjust   laws.   An   unjust   law   is   a   code   that   a   
majority   inflicts   on   a   minority   that   is   not   binding   on   itself.   This   is   difference   made   legal.   On   the   other   
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Just   for   fun:    
1. The   Fourth   Man    by   Johnny   Cash   
2. Check   out   this   artwork   and   it’s   story:    The   Three   Men   in   the   Fiery   Furnace ,    wall   painting   from   the   Priscilla   

Catacomb,   Rome,   3rd   century.   

  
Tuesday   -   Time   In   Prayer   

  
1. This   week,   let’s   use   the   words   of   King   Nebuchadnezzar   to   help   us   pray.   (I   bet   you   never   thought   you’d   

hear   someone   say   that!)   But   in   Daniel   3:28-29,   he   says   these   words:   “Praise   be   to   the   God   of   
Shadrach   Meshach   and   Abednego…   for   no   other   god   can   save   in   this   way.”   Then   let’s   turn   to  
Revelation   5:12-13   for   more   words   of   praise   as   proclaimed   by   the   angels   and   every   living   creature   on   
the   earth:   “Worthy   is   the   Lamb,   who   was   slain,   to   receive   power   and   wealth   and   wisdom   and   strength   
and   honor   and   glory   and   praise!   To   him   who   sits   on   the   throne   and   to   the   Lamb   be   praise   and   honor   
and   glory   and   power   for   ever   and   ever!”   Let   these   words,   from   two   men   who   witnessed   the   power   and   
glory   of   God,   help   us   praise   Him   too.   

2. Take   some   time   to   write   your   own   prayer   of   praise.   Use   your   bible   to   find   different   words   or   phrases   of   
praise   that   stand   out   to   you.   You   can   also   look   for   descriptions   of   God   that   catch   your   attention.   Put   
them   together   as   one   prayer   or   list   them   and   pray   through   them   over   the   next   few   days.     

3. Write   your   own   description   of   God’s   glory   or   power.   Think   of   how   He   has   worked   in   your   life.   What   did   
he   do?   Was   he   a   joy-giver?   A   health-restorer?   A   peace-maker?   Go   through   the   alphabet,   listing   

hand,   a   just   law   is   a   code   that   a   majority   compels   a   minority   to   follow,   and   that   it   is   willing   to   follow   
itself.   This   is   sameness   made   legal.   
  

      Let   me   give   another   explanation.   An   unjust   law   is   a   code   inflicted   upon   a   minority   which   that   
minority   had   no   part   in   enacting   or   creating   because   it   did   not   have   the   unhampered   right   to   vote.   
Who   can   say   that   the   legislature   of   Alabama   which   set   up   the   segregation   laws   was   democratically   
elected?   Throughout   the   state   of   Alabama   all   types   of   conniving   methods   are   used   to   prevent   
Negroes   from   becoming   registered   voters,   and   there   are   some   counties   without   a   single   Negro   
registered   to   vote,   despite   the   fact   that   the   Negroes   constitute   a   majority   of   the   population.   Can   any   
law   set   up   in   such   a   state   be   considered   democratically   structured?   
  

      These   are   just   a   few   examples   of   unjust   and   just   laws.   There   are   some   instances   when   a   law   is   
just   on   its   face   and   unjust   in   its   application.   For   instance,   I   was   arrested   Friday   on   a   charge   of   
parading   without   a   permit.   Now,   there   is   nothing   wrong   with   an   ordinance   which   requires   a   permit   
for   a   parade,   but   when   the   ordinance   is   used   to   preserve   segregation   and   to   deny   citizens   the   First   
Amendment   privilege   of   peaceful   assembly   and   peaceful   protest,   then   it   becomes   unjust.   
  

      Of   course,   there   is   nothing   new   about   this   kind   of   civil   disobedience.    It   was   seen   sublimely   in   
the   refusal   of   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and   Abednego   to   obey   the   laws   of   Nebuchadnezzar   
because   a   higher   moral   law   was   involved.    It   was   practiced   superbly   by   the   early   Christians,   who   
were   willing   to   face   hungry   lions   and   the   excruciating   pain   of   chopping   blocks   before   submitting   to   
certain   unjust   laws   of   the   Roman   Empire.   To   a   degree,   academic   freedom   is   a   reality   today   because   
Socrates   practiced   civil   disobedience.   
  

      We   can   never   forget   that   everything   Hitler   did   in   Germany   was   "legal"   and   everything   the   
Hungarian   freedom   fighters   did   in   Hungary   was   "illegal."   It   was   "illegal"   to   aid   and   comfort   a   Jew   in   
Hitler's   Germany.   But   I   am   sure   that   if   I   had   lived   in   Germany   during   that   time,   I   would   have   aided  
and   comforted   my   Jewish   brothers   even   though   it   was   illegal.   If   I   lived   in   a   Communist   country   
today   where   certain   principles   dear   to   the   Christian   faith   are   suppressed,   I   believe   I   would   openly   
advocate   disobeying   these   anti-religious   laws.”   -   Martin   Luther   King   Jr.   
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something   you   love   about   God   for   each   letter.   Do   it   with   your   kids,   writing   their   answers   down   and   
then   hang   it   on   the   fridge.   

    

  
Wednesday   -   Words   Of   Gratitude   
Get   out   your   sticky   notes   and   write   down   a   few   things   you’re   grateful   for   today!   Think   about   where   God   has   met   you   
in   a   “fiery   furnace.”   What   has   He   done   for   you   that   you   are   grateful   for   today?  
  

Thursday   -   Thoughts   On   Faith   
Here   are   a   few   questions   to   ponder   with   someone   about   the   story   of   Shadrach,   Meshach   &   Abednego:   

1. What   would   you   have   done   in   their   story?   Would   you   have   bowed   to   the   golden   image?   
2. What   “golden   images”   have   you   “bowed”   to   lately?   
3. What   do   you   think   was   going   through   their   minds   as   they   stood   there   while   everyone   else   bowed   down?   
4. Retell   the   story   as   if   you   were   Shadrach   telling   his   grandchildren   about   that   day...  

  
As   always,   if   you’d   rather   pick   a   conversation   card   from   the    FAITH   At   Home   Together   Conversation   Starters    pack   
you   received   last   Fall,   please   do.     

  
Friday   -   Faith   In   Action   
Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego   literally   “stood”   for   what   they   knew   was   right.   Who   or   what   do   you   need   to   stand   
up   for   this   week?   This   can   look   different   for   different   people.   Do   you   need   to   send   some   money   to   a   mission   project   
that   works   for   justice?   Do   you   need   to   stand   up   for   the   hungry   and   donate   food   or   time   or   money   to   a   food   shelf?   Do   
you   need   to   stand   up   for   God’s   love   of   all   nations,   tribes   and   peoples   and   do   something   welcoming   and   kind   for   
someone   who   might   not   feel   like   they   belong?   What   might   be   your   Shadrach   moment   this   week?   
  

  

Worthy   is   Jesus,   the   Lamb   who   was   slain.     
He   is   the   only   one   worthy   to   receive   power   and   wealth   and   wisdom   and   strength  

      and   honor   and   glory   and   praise!  
Praise   be   to   our   God.   The   same   God   of   Shadrach,   Meshach   and   Abednego,   who   
saved   them   from   the   fiery   furnace   by   being   with   them   in   the   fiery   furnace   for   no   

other   god   can   save   in   this   way.   
To   him   who   sits   on   the   throne   and   to   the   Lamb   

      be   praise   and   honor   and   glory   and   power,   
for   ever   and   ever!   


