
Daniel   &   The   LIon’s   Den     February   8-14   

Monday   -   Moments   In   The   Word   
  

Daniel   &   The   Lion’s   Den:    Daniel   6   
  

Wonder   Full   Ways   To   Engage   The   Story    (For   The   Kids)   
1. Listen   to   the   story   as   told   and   reenacted   by   kids:    Daniel   &   The   Lion's   Den   
2. Videos   to   Watch:   

a. Veggie   Tales:   Daniel   &   The   Lion’s   Den   
b. Skit   Guys   Bedtime   Bible   Stories:   Daniel   &   The   Lion’s   Den   
c. Gospel   Project:   Daniel   &   The   Lion’s   Den   

3. Questions   to   wonder   about…   
a. Why   did   Daniel   risk   everything   just   to   pray?   
b. Why   do   you   think   the   other   rulers   hated   Daniel   so   much?   
c. Why   do   you   think   King   Darius   went   through   with   the   punishment   even   though   he   probably   knew   it   was   

a   trap?   
d. Where   do   you   see   God   at   work   in   this   story?   
e. Do   you   think   Daniel   was   afraid   when   they   threw   him   in   with   the   lions?   
f. How   do   we   know   when   rules   go   against   what   God   wants   us   to   do?   
g. Has   God   ever   helped   you   out   of   a   bad   situation?   
h. Bible   smart   people   think   this   story   should   make   us   think   about   how   Jesus   saves   us.   What   parts   of   

Daniel’s   story   remind   you   of   Jesus?   
  

Digging   Deeper    (For   The   Grown-Ups)   
1. Lesson   #1:   Daniel’s   Uncompromising   Faith   

a. Read   through   the   other   stories   of   Daniel   and   make   a   list   of   all   the   ways   Daniel   stood   by   his   faith   in   the   
God   of   Israel.   

b. Make   a   list   of   all   the   things   Daniel   did   to   strengthen   his   faith.   (hint:   fasting,   prayer…)   
c. What   can   you   learn   from   Daniel   about   strengthening   your   own   faith?   What   will   you   do   starting   now   to   

strengthen   your   faith?   
2. Lesson   #2:   There   is   only   one   God.   

a. List   all   the   people   in   these   stories   from   the   book   of   Daniel   that   knew   or   learned   that   the   God   of   Israel   
is   the   one   true   God.   Here’s   a   start   on   your   list:   

i. King   Darius:   “For   he   is   the   living   God   and   he   endures   forever;   his   kingdom   will   not   be   
destroyed,   his   dominion   will   never   end”    ( Daniel   6:26 )   

b. Do   you   believe   there   is   only   one   God?   How   would   you   explain   your   belief   in   the   one   true   
God   to   someone   who   believes   all   religions   get   us   to   the   same   place?   

3. Lesson   #3:   Live   IN   the   world,   but   not   OF   it.   
i. The   book   of   Daniel   gives   us   a   powerful   example   for   how   to   live   righteously   in   a   society   that   

does   not   honor   God.   How   might   the   following   verses   apply   to   Daniel   in   his   society   and   us   in   
today’s   society?   

1. I   Peter   2:13-14     

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%206&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnJoKuaPRdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsqtKx2NRSw
https://skitguys.com/sgtv/video/bedtime-bible-stories-daniel-and-the-lions-den-trust?gclid=CjwKCAiAjeSABhAPEiwAqfxURa8pQZKylPbhOgfuwv1nbqfvO2j4Guw2tvfxPBpni1bq7gbzISxHeBoCBpgQAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbSTFopL0gk
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%206%3A26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%202%3A13-14&version=NIV


2. I   Peter   2:15     
3. Daniel   6:4     
4. James   2:18     

4. Lesson   #3:   God   is   in   control.   
a. Read   this   excerpt   about   the   primary   theme   and   goal   of   Daniel.     

i. “Throughout   his   book,   Daniel   emphasizes   the   sovereignty   of   God:   God   is   in   control   and   able   to   
save   those   faithful   to   him—even   from   certain   death   (e.g.,   Daniel’s   friends   from   the   fire   and   
Daniel   himself   from   the   lions).   On   a   broader   level,   God   is   in   control   of   earthly   empires,   using   
their   actions   to   further   his   own   plan,   enabling   Babylon   to   capture   Judah   ( Dan.   1:2 ),   judging   evil   
rulers   while   protecting   his   suffering   people,   and   in   the   end   bringing   his   perfect   kingdom   on   
earth.   Daniel’s   primary   theme,   then,   is   this:    Our   sovereign   God   controls   events   in   this   
world,   judging   and   protecting   individuals   as   well   as   world   empires,   until   he   establishes   
his   perfect   kingdom   on   earth    (cf.    Dan.   2:44;   7:13-14,   27 ).   Since   Daniel   originally   addressed   
his   messages   to   Israelites   suffering   exile   in   Babylon,   his   chief   goal   was    to   comfort   and   
encourage   God’s   people   with   the   news   that,   despite   appearances   to   the   contrary,   God   
was   still   in   control.”   -    ( Jesus   in   the   Lions’   Den?   Preaching   Christ   from   Daniel    by   Matt   
Smethurst,   Contributing   Editor   for   Gospel   Coalition)   

b. Do   you   agree   with   the   author’s   primary   theme   and   goal   of   the   book   of   Daniel?   
c. Where   do   you   see   this   theme   as   you   read   this   book?   
d. How   might   this   theme   point   us   towards   Christ?   

  
5. Bible   &   Art   

a. “Henry   Ossawa   Tanner   (1859-1937)   was   
born   in   Pittsburgh,   Pennsylvania.   The   oldest   
of   nine   children,   Tanner   was   the   son   
Benjamin   Tucker   Tanner,   a   minister   of   the  
African   Methodist   Episcopal    Church   and   
Sarah   Tanner,   a   school   teacher,   who   was   
born   into   slavery   in   the   state   of   Virginia,   
but   escaped   to   the   North   via   the   
Underground   Railroad.   Both   his   parents   
were   highly   educated.   When   he   was   just   a   
few   years   old,   Tanner   moved   with   his   family   
to   Philadelphia,   Pennsylvania,   where   he   
would   spend   most   of   his   childhood.   Despite   
his   father's   initial   objections,   Tanner   fell   in   
love   with   the   arts.   He   was   13   when   he   
decided   he   wanted   to   become   a   painter,   and   throughout   his   teens   he   painted   and   drew   as   much   
as   he   could.   In   1880   Tanner   enrolled   at   the   Pennsylvania   Academy   of   the   Fine   Arts.   There   he   
studied   under   Thomas   Eakins,   arguably   one   of   the   most   important   artists   in   American   art   
history,   who   had   a   profound   impact   on   Tanner's   life   and   work.   In   1891   Tanner's   life   took   a   
dramatic   turn   with   a   visit   to   Europe.   In   Paris,   France,   in   particular   Tanner   discovered   a   culture   
that   seemed   to   be   light   years   ahead   of   America   in   race   relations.   Free   from   the   prejudicial   
confines   that   defined   his   life   in   his   native   country,   Tanner   made   Paris   his   home,   living   out   the   
rest   of   his   life   there.   (Source:   
www.biography.com/people/henry-ossawa-tanner-9501966#synopsis )”   -   www.artway.eu   

b. You   can   read   more   about   this   painting   and   the   artist   here:    “Daniel   &   The   Lion’s   Den”   by   Henry   
Ossawa   Tanner   
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Just   for   fun:     

1. Interesting   Facts   about   Daniel   
a. Daniel   is   thought   to   have   been   around   80   years   old   when   he   was   thrown   into   the   lion’s   den.   
b. The   prophets   Jeremiah   and   Ezekiel   lived   at   the   same   time   as   Daniel.   
c. The   book   of   Daniel   is   written   in   Hebrew—except   for   most   of   chapter   2   and   all   of   chapters   3-7.   These   

passages   are   written   in   Aramaic.   Theories   vary   on   why   this   is,   but   a   lot   of   people   think   that   the   
portions   of   the   book   of   Daniel   intended   specifically   for   Jews   were   written   in   Hebrew,   while   portions   
with   a   broader   message   to   the   nations   were   written   in   the   language   used   across   that   world   for   
diplomacy   and   commerce,   which   was   Aramaic.   

d. While   Daniel   was   serving   in   Babylon,   Confucius   was   growing   up   in   a   region   that   today   is   known   as   
Qufu,   China.   That   puts   these   two   famous,   historical   men   about   4000   miles   from   each   other   during   the   
years   BC   550-538.   (Buddha   also   lived   during   this   time   and   the   Mayan   civilization   was   flourishing   in   
Mexico.   Aesop   was   writing   his   fables   and   construction   on   the   Acropolis   began   in   Athens.)   

e.   Babylon   was   located   about   60   miles   from   present-day   Bagdad,   Iraq.   
f. The   angels   Gabriel   and   Michael   are   introduced   for   the   first   time   in   the   book   of   Daniel.   Gabriel   helps  

Daniel   twice   ( Daniel   8:15-19    and    Daniel   9:21-27 )   and   Michael   is   referenced   as   a   warrior   angel   in   
Daniel   10:13,21    and    Daniel   12:1 .   

g.   

Tuesday   -   Time   In   Prayer   
  

Daniel   10:12    -    “Do   not   be   afraid,   Daniel.   Since   the   first   day   that   you   set   your   mind   to   gain   understanding   and   
to   humble   yourself   before   your   God,   your   words   were   heard,   and   I   have   come   in   response   to   them.”   
  

Daniel   9:18b    -   “We   do   not   make   requests   of   you   because   we   are   righteous,   but   because   of   your   great   
mercy.”   

  
1. As   we   pray   this   week,   let’s   set   our   minds   on   understanding.   Let’s   humble   ourselves   before   God.   Let’s   

know   that   God   will   hear   and   respond.   Let’s   keep   in   mind   that   we   can’t   make   requests   because   of   our   
good   works,   but   only   because   of   God’s   great   mercy   and   love   for   us.     

2. We’re   going   to   use   these   verses   from   Daniel   as   the   springboard   for   our   prayer.   As   you   read   each   
phrase,   pause   and   complete   the   list   with   your   own   words…     

    

“Praise   be   to   the   name   of   God   for   ever   and   ever;   wisdom   and   power   are   his.   
Lord,   give   me   wisdom   to   deal   with   _______________________.   
Lord,   give   me   your   power   to   do   ___________________________.   

    
He   changes   times   and   seasons;   he   deposes   kings   and   raises   up   others.   

Lord,   help   me   to   give   these   worries   to   you:   _______________________________.   
  

He   gives   wisdom   to   the   wise   and   knowledge   to   the   discerning.   
Lord,   give   me   the   desire   for   your   knowledge,   for   your   word.     

  
He   reveals   deep   and   hidden   things;   he   knows   what   lies   in   darkness,   

Lord,   reveal   to   me   the   dark   things   in   my   life   that   I   need   to   change.     
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%208%3A15-19&version=NIV
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Wednesday   -   Words   Of   Gratitude   
Get   out   your   sticky   notes   and   write   down   a   few   things   you’re   grateful   for   today!   But   before   you   do,   read   the   words   of   
Kind   Darius   to   see   what   he   was   grateful   for.   Might   you   be   grateful   for   some   of   the   same??   
  

“For   he   is   the   living   God   
      and   he   endures   forever;   
his   kingdom   will   not   be   destroyed,  
      his   dominion   will   never   end.   
He   rescues   and   he   saves;   
      he   performs   signs   and   wonders   
      in   the   heavens   and   on   the   earth.   
He   has   rescued   Daniel   
      from   the   power   of   the   lions.”   -    Daniel   6:26-27   
  

Thursday   -   Thoughts   On   Faith   
Here   are   a   few   questions   to   ponder   with   someone   about   the   story   of   Daniel   and   The   Lion’s   Den:   

1. What   would   you   have   done   in   their   story?   Would   you   have   prayed   even   though   it   could   mean   death?   Would   
you   have   prayed   with   windows   open   or   closed?   

2. Who   else   in   the   bible   showed   great   trust   even   though   it   meant   death?   
3. Retell   the   story   as   if   you   were   King   Darius.   
4. Do   you   think   Daniel   knew   he   wouldn’t   die   when   he   was   being   thrown   into   the   pit?     
5. In   what   ways   does   the   story   of   Daniel   make   you   think   about   Jesus?   

  
As   always,   if   you’d   rather   pick   a   conversation   card   from   the    FAITH   At   Home   Together   Conversation   Starters    pack   
you   received   last   Fall,   please   do.     

  
Friday   -   Faith   In   Action   
Daniel   did   some   hard   things   for   God.   But   God   was   with   him   every   step   of   the   way.   Has   God   ever   asked   you   to   do   
something   hard?   Pray   in   public?   Talk   to   someone   about   something   hard?   Give   more   money   to   a   cause   than   what   
you   think   you   can   afford?   Standing   up   for   what   God   says   is   true   even   when   it’s   not   popular?     
  

This   week,   do   something   with   your   faith   that   you   find   hard.   Maybe   that’s   praying   in   front   of   your   family,   or   giving   away   
some   of   your   money   to   a   good   cause,   or   being   kind   to   someone   that   has   not   been   kind   to   you.   Thank   God   for   the   
opportunity   to   show   His   love   and   for   helping   you   do   that   hard   thing!   
  

  

and   light   dwells   with   him.   
  

Lord,   help   me   see   your   light   in   these   situations:   ______________________________.   
Lord,   help   me   bring   your   light   into   these   situations:   ______________________________.     

  
In   the   precious   name   of   Jesus,   of   which   the   whole   bible   points   to…   Amen.   

  
-   Daniel   2:19b-22   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%206:26-27&version=NIV

