
Elijah   &   Prophets   of   Baal   
January   25-31   

Monday   -   Moments   In   The   Word   
  

Elijah   &   Prophets   of   Baal:    I   Kings   18:16-39   
1. For   The   Kids   

a. Listen   to    Elijah   on   Mount   Carmel    on   Reframe   Media’s   website:    Kids   Corner .   

b. Videos   to   Watch:    (Just   so   you   know,   these   videos   cover   more   than   one   story   of   Elijah.)   
i. Elijah   on   Mount   Carmel   Bible   Animation   
ii. God’s   Story:   Elijah   

c. Questions   to   wonder   about...   

i. Why   does   Elijah   challenge   the   prophets   of   Baal?   

ii. What’s   an   idol?   What   kinds   of   things   do   we   think   about   more   than   we   think   about   God?   

iii. Why   do   you   think   the   people   went   back   and   forth   between   worshipping   Baal   and   God?   Why   
doesn’t   God   like   that?   

iv. Why   do   you   think   Elijah   poured   so   much   water   on   his   altar?   

v. Why   do   you   think   Elijah   was   able   to   have   so   much   confidence   in   God?     
vi. How   can   we   know   who   the   one   true   God   is?   

  
  

2. Digging   Deeper   (For   The   Grown-Ups)   
a. Elijah’s   Challenge   for   us   today:   ‘How   long   will   you   waver   between   two   opinions?   If   the   Lord   is   God,   

follow   him.   But   if   Baal   is   god,   follow   him.”   
i. In   Hebrew,   the   word   translated   as   “waver”   is   used   to   describe   someone   who   is   lame.   

ii. With   that   in   mind,   read   Elijah’s   challenge   again.     
iii. When   we   go   back   and   forth   between   God   and   other   idols,   how   do   we   move   through   our   lives?   
iv. “Ultimately,   God   only   demands   one   thing—our   full   commitment   to   Him.   We   were   made   for   our   

Creator,   and   He   will   not   share   us   with   another.   He   will   not   have   us   as   His   if   we   try   to   divide   our   
ultimate   allegiance   between   Him   and   anything   else.”   This   is   an   excerpt   from   an   article   called   
Elijah   &   The   Prophets   of   Baal    ( www.ligonier.org ).    

v. Where   else   do   we   hear   this   in   scripture?   Are   there   stories   or   specific   verses   that   come   to   mind   
when   thinking   about   this?   Here’s   a   few   to   get   you   started:   

1. Isaiah   42:8 ,    Joshua   24:15 ,    Mark   12:30 ,    Luke   16:13 ,    Exodus   20:3 ,    John   14:6   
b. False   gods   carry   false   hopes.   

i. “But   there   was   no   response;   no   one   answered.”     
ii. I   think   sometimes   it’s   hard   for   believers   to   understand   what   it’s   like   to   worship   a   false   god.   We   

know   they   are   nothing.   They   are   non-entities.   So   it   makes   sense   to   us   that   nothing   can   do   
nothing.   But   think   for   a   moment   what   it   must   be   like   to   pour   out   your   soul   and   your   love   to   
something   that   is,   well…   nothing.   To   go   a   step   further,   think   about   what   it   must   be   like   to   
sacrifice   your   belongings,   your   body,   your   children   in   an   effort   to   get   something   in   return   from   a   
god   that   is,   well…   not   there.   And   it’s   not   just   that   they’re   gone,   they   were   never   anything   to   
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begin   with!   It   seems   so   absurd.   Yet,   what   is   it   in   our   own   lives,   in   our   modern   world,   that   we   
pour   out   our   soul,   our   love   and   our   possessions   to,   so   we   can   feel   fulfilled   or   loved   or   heard?   

1.   Take   a   few   moments   and   process   the   absurdity   of   our   “idols.”     
2. Make   a   list   of   the   things   in   your   life   that   give   us   “no   response”,   those   things   that   never   

answer   our   longings   and   deepest   needs.   It’s   always   good   to   take   notice   of   these   things   
so   we   can   recognize   when   we   are   “waver”   between   God   and   something   else.     

3. How   can   you   know   who   the   one   true   God   is?     
  

  
More   Ways   to   Engage   With   This   Story:     

1. Here   are   four   things   to   think   about   as   you   ponder   this   story   of   Elijah   &   The   Prophets   of   Baal   
a.   ( 4   Lessons   From   Elijah   and   the   Prophets   of   Baal )   

2. As   you   read   through   these   statements,   ask   yourself   these   questions:    Do   I   agree   with   this   statement?   Does   
the   Bible   agree   with   this   statement?   What   would   the   Bible   add   to   this   statement?   

a. All   Religions   Are   Not   The   Same   
i. There   is   a   modern   assumption   that   all   religions   are   the   same.   Jesus   said,   “I   am   the   way,   the   

truth,   and   the   life,   and   no   one   comes   to   the   Father   except   through   me”   (John   14:6).     
b. Activity   and   Enthusiasm   Are   Not   Always   Signs   of   Spirituality   

i. There   is   no   doubt   that   the   prophets   of   Baal   displayed   a   lot   of   enthusiasm   and   activity   on   Mount   
Carmel.   They   were   sincere   in   their   efforts,   but   how   many   of   you   know   you   can   be   sincerely   
wrong?   Mount   Carmel   proved   that   powerfully.   

c. Faith   Can   Be   Misplaced   
i. Faith   is   not   the   important   thing.   That   may   strike   you   as   an   odd   or   blasphemous   statement,   but   

faith   is   not   paramount.   It’s   the   object   of   faith   that   is   the   most   important   thing.   The   people   who   
followed   Baal   surely   had   a   kind   of   faith.   They   had   worshiped   this   god   all   of   their   lives.   They   
believed   in   Baal.   They   had   faith   in   Baal.   But   their   faith   was   worthless   because   the   object   of   
their   faith   was   worthless.   Faith   doesn’t   get   you   into   heaven   unless   it   is   faith   in   God   and   in   His   
Son,   Jesus   Christ.   This   lesson   teaches   us   that   only   those   who   believe   in   Jehovah   end   up   on   
the   winning   side.   There   is   no   other   in   which   to   place   your   faith.   

d. The   Faith   You   Live   by   Better   Be   Good   Enough   to   Die   By   
i. If   your   faith   doesn’t   bring   you   hope   and   help   you   in   your   crisis,   it’s   not   of   much   value   to   you.   

God   built   up   the   faith   of   Elijah   in   the   quietness   of   a   brook,   the   confines   of   a   widow’s   home,   and   
walking   in   the   wilderness.   So   when   he   needed   his   faith   in   the   big   moment,   when   he   drew   a   
line   in   the   sand   and   chose   a   side,   his   faith   came   through   because   he   truly   trusted   God.   

  
Tuesday   -   Time   In   Prayer   

  
1. Read   Elijah’s   powerful,   bold   and   brief   prayer   again...     

  

  

“Lord,   the   God   of   Abraham,   Isaac   and   Israel,   let   it   be   known   today   that   
you   are   God   in   Israel   and   that   I   am   your   servant   and   have   done   all   these   
things   at   your   command.   Answer   me,   Lord,   answer   me,   so   these   people   
will   know   that   you,   Lord,   are   God,   and   that   you   are   turning   their   hearts   

back   again.”-    I   Kings   18:36b-37   
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2. Because   the   stories   of   Elijah   are   “larger   than   life”   we   might   think   that   Elijah   was   “larger   than   life”   or   
that   his   prayers   were   “larger   than   life.”   Who   else   can   pray   for   no   rain   and   have   it   not   rain   for   three   
years?   Who   else   can   pray   for   fire   from   heaven   and   then   watch   it   consume   rocks   and   lap   up   water?     
But   the   reality   is   that   Elijah   was   a   human,   just   like   us.   He   had   no   special   powers,   no   special   abilities.   
What   he   did   have   was   an   unwavering   faith   in   God   that   grew   stronger   as   his   relationship   with   God   
grew.   I   like   to   think   that   Elijah’s   life   was   an   unending   conversation   with   a   faithful   God   that   revealed   
Himself   to   Elijah   again   and   again,   in   many   different   ways.   God   wants   that   same   relationship   with   us   
today   and   He   offers   it   to   us   new,   every   morning!   Elijah’s   prayers   were   not   better   than   ours,   they   were   
not   more   powerful   than   ours.    The   power   of   Elijah’s   prayers   was   not   in   Elijah’s   words   or   actions,   
but   in   the   power   of   the   One   he   was   praying   to .     

3. This   week,   let’s   go   back   to   our    Breath   Prayers     
a. These   are   brief   phrases   repeated   multiple   times   in   sync   with   deep   breaths.   Remember,   this   

style   of   prayer   is   meant   to   be   calming   and   peaceful.   
b. Here’s   how   to   start:   Say   the   first   phrase   as   you   inhale,   and   the   second   phrase   as   you   exhale.   

Then   take   a   full   breath   in   silence   and   do   it   over   again.   Do   it   as   many   times   as   you’d   like,   but   
let’s   aim   for   at   least   5.   The   idea   is   to   concentrate   on   the   words   as   you   breathe   them   in   and   out.   
If   you’re   doing   this   with   children,   say   the   phrases   together   as   you   breathe   in   and   out.   You   can   
use   a   verse   from   the   Bible   or   even   make   up   your   own.     

c. Today,   let’s   use   the   words   of   the   people   after   the   fire   came   down   and   proved   God   is   Lord   of   
All!     

  
4. Today   would   also   be   a   great   day   to    sing   a   prayer    to   God.   Let’s   use   the   familiar   song   ‘God   Is   So   Good”   

as   a   prayer   with   your   kids?     
a. “God   is   so   good.   God   is   so   good.   God   is   so   good.   He’s   so   good   to   me.”   

  

  
Wednesday   -   Words   Of   Gratitude   
Get   out   your   sticky   notes   and   write   down   a   few   things   you’re   grateful   for   today!   Think   about   where   you   see   the   power   
of   God   in   the   world   around   you,   or   where   you’ve   seen   God   working   through   the   prayers   of   His   people.   
  

Thursday   -   Thoughts   On   Faith   
Here   are   a   few   questions   to   ponder   with   someone   about   the   story   of   Elijah   and   the   Prophets   of   Baal:   

1. Why   was   it   that   Elijah   had   such   big   faith?   
2. What   other   words   do   you   use   to   define   faith?   
3. Where   do   you   see   these   other   words   lived   out   in   your   own   life?   
4. Are   some   people’s   prayers   more   powerful   than   others?   Why   or   why   not?   
5. What   actually   is   prayer?   Why   does   God   want   us   to   pray?   What   does   it   do?   
6. Is   prayer   more   for   God   or   for   us?   Or   both?   
7. Can   our   prayers   change   the   mind   of   God?   Is   that   what   prayer   is   for?   

  

Inhale:    The   Lord—he   is   God!     
Exhale:    The   Lord—he   is   God!   



I   encourage   you   to   read   (or   re-read)   more   of   Elijah’s   stories   from   the   Old   Testament.   As   you   do,   look   for   all   the   ways   
God   revealed   himself   to   Elijah   and   how   Elijah’s   relationship   with   God   grew   and   changed.   

  
As   always,   if   you’d   rather   pick   a   conversation   card   from   the    FAITH   At   Home   Together   Conversation   Starters    pack   
you   received   last   Fall,   please   do.     

  
Friday   -   Faith   In   Action   
God   took   care   of   Elijah   in   very   tangible   ways.   He   brought   him   food   either   by   angels   or   by   ravens.   He   gave   Elijah   
shelter   and   safety.   Who   might   you   be   able   to   care   for   in   a   very   real   way   this   week?   Is   there   anyone   that   comes   to   
mind   that   might   need   a   meal,   or   a   ride,   or   a   hug,   or   some   money,   or   a   visit…   ?   Now   go   do   that   thing.     
  

  


